Graybackers President’s Letter
May 27, 2026
Welcome to the Graybackers President’s Letter! I will publish a letter after each of our luncheons to keep members informed of Board of Directors’ activities.
The April 21 annual on-campus Graybackers Luncheon was hosted by Creighton President, Fr. Daniel Hendrickson, S.J. THANK YOU!  Once again, Evie Samuelson, Associate Director of Signature Programs, Alumni Relations, graciously arranged the day’s details – even arranging golf carts for members who needed assistance reaching the Harper Center. Seven potential Graybackers took advantage of my invitation for a “free lunch” and to check us out. Fr. Hendrickson personally selected Dr. Guy McHendry, Associate Professor of Communications Studies, to reprise his National Alumni Board presentation - AI in the Classroom and Curriculum - a timely topic for all ages! I know I learned a ton!
Board of Directors (BOD) actions at the May 13th meeting:
· Financial stability. We are a social organization and have historically underwritten the cost of luncheons. 
· Field Club luncheons’ costs have increased, so the BOD took decisive action to stop the large losses from two previous luncheons. 
· Luncheon fees were increased to $25 at the March 11 meeting.
· The June 23 picnic will feature one protein and an alternate dessert. Instead of the ice cream machine, attendees will enjoy cookies and receive an E-Creamery coupon.
· Zeffy use has saved money by collecting fees with registration. 
· The BOD reaffirmed the policy of retaining fees of “no-shows”.
· A mechanism to collect checks will continue to be in place.
· A Zeffy Proficiency and Website Communication Task Force, established 12/5/25, is co-chaired by Treasurer George McNary and President Linda Lazure and is comprised of Mary Higgins, Therese McGrath, Membership Co-chairs Toni Parsley and Sharon Kingston, and Libby Krecek (Zeffy administrator).  
· Assessment of this data management system will be conducted throughout this year, with a June 2 meeting scheduled for formative assessment.
· Enhanced communication with members via Zeffy and enhancing the website will be emphasized. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk218183716]Member comments regarding Zeffy use are welcome – contact BOD members or email graybackerscreighton@gmail.com.
· Maria Main, Regional Director of the Ignatian Volunteer Corps, met with the BOD, explaining service opportunities for retirees. Her information will be posted on the Graybackers website (www.graybackers.org) on a new page featuring community volunteer and service opportunities.
· Creighton Retiree IT Benefit. All retirees (not just Graybackers) are granted access to Creighton IT systems: NetID, BLUE password, and Multi-Factorial Authentication (MFA) will continue to function and serve as the access point to Creighton systems. For example, when Secretary Therese McGrath sends the Creighton Today, retirees need to use these tools to read embedded stories. More IT details are posted on the Graybackers website under the “benefits” tab. (www.graybackers.org).
· Marketing Membership. The Membership Committee is eager to recruit and retain members. My personal goal is to increase yearly membership numbers by 5-10% by October 1, 2026. Help us achieve that goal. Invite a former colleague to a luncheon or personally ask them to join Graybackers. More members help the BOD offer more enjoyable activities.

Questions? Comments? Contact me at linda.lazureRN@gmail.com or lindalazure@creighton.edu . You can also connect with the BOD via our generic email address: GRAYBACKERSCREIGHTON@GMAIL.COM.


